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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HIGHGROVE PARTNERS RECEIVES NATIONAL

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT AWARD
Austell, Georgia, September 12, 2008 – HighGrove Partners is proud to announce it has been awarded the Merit Award for its ADP – Windward Campus project in the 39th Annual Environmental Improvement Awards Program sponsored by the Professional Landcare Network (PLANET).

ADP, one of the world's largest providers of business outsourcing solutions, has headquartered their National Account Services division in Windward Business Park, atop Atlanta Business Park. ADP’s 80-acre campus contains multiple buildings and is irrigated through an onsite lake.  The property has several thousand square feet of sun-exposed fescue turf, warm season turf and numerous drive-by and walk-by flower beds. The campus is frequented by visitors year-round and security is paramount.  Due to fast-moving traffic from the main road in front of the entrance, we use bright colors for the flower beds to create striking contrast with the turf.  There are also several walk-by beds within the campus, each one boasting a unique design to cater to the client’s preference of providing a “garden” feel. This high-profile campus requires the highest levels of quality and proactive customer service as we must anticipate problems and observe security at all times.  Due to the extreme level of security, landscape maintenance can only be performed on certain days.  Security is always at the forefront of every single task performed and every solution presented. During weekly visits, our crews must ensure that pruning is performed neatly around each of the many security cameras. Another major challenge is the large amount and high-visibility of sun-exposed fescue turf, which poses constant moisture challenges and is subject to Bermuda encroachment.  We have put in place a stringent ongoing program involving fungicide treatments, Bermuda eradication and turf renovation.  

PLANET’s Environmental Improvement Awards Program reflects the association’s commitment to creating and preserving the beauty of our landscape.  The program is designed to reward independent landscape, lawn care and interior plantscaping professionals who execute superior projects.  PLANET strives to increase public awareness of environmental improvement through contracted landscaping, lawn care and interior plantscaping and encourages the consistent use of quality materials and workmanship.
Of the 143 projects entered into the awards program, 105 were recognized with an award.  The awards breakdown includes four Decade Awards, forty-eight Grand Awards, thirty-two Merit Awards and twenty-one Distinction Awards.  Special thanks to the judges Bruce Moore, Jr., Eastern Lands Management, Inc., Will Spiegelberg, CLP, of Spiegelberg Landscape Design, Inc. and Brad Tabke, CLP, of Quercus Landscapes, Inc. as Awards Committee Chari Bruce Allentuck, Allentuck Landscaping Company and Awards Committee Co-Chair Bill Horn, CLP, CLT, American Civil Constructors, Inc.
PLANET represents approximately 4,200 green industry service-provider companies and suppliers nationwide that specialize in lawn care, design / build / installation, interior plantscaping and landscape management.  These firms and their employees represent more than 100,000 green industry professionals.

