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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HIGHGROVE PARTNERS RECEIVES NATIONAL

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT AWARD

Austell, Georgia, September 12, 2008 – HighGrove Partners is proud to announce it has been awarded the Distinction Award for its The Medici at Piazza at Paces project in the 39th Annual Environmental Improvement Awards Program sponsored by the Professional Landcare Network (PLANET).

Due to installing over structure, there were tremendous drainage issues and water transport considerations. Dirt had to be pumped in during installation.  In addition, the rooftop location necessitated the use of lightweight soils, which we knew would impact the type of plant material that could flourish in an environment with low-water and high heat.  Our design and installation included a wide assortment of annuals and perennials that were drought-tolerant but still produced the vibrant, lush color that our client desired.  Some of the plant material we selected included emerald green arborvitaes, Indian Hawthornes, loropetalum and multitudes of perennials.

“Ronus Properties, LLC, the developer and manager of The Medici at Piazza at Paces, is proud that PLANET has presented HighGrove Partners with a Distinction Award for the rooftop garden.  The rooftop garden is an integral feature of the building and its future companion, so its design and implementation were critical to the success of the building.   In no small part because of HighGrove Partner’s garden design, we were able to open the building 95% occupied”

Michael O'Brien

Ronus Properties

Located in the Piazza at Paces, a mixed-use, European-style development created for the most discerning business tenants, The Medici is a brand-new 160,000 square foot, Class AA mid-rise office building.  Our client, who we have worked with on four other projects on the property, engaged us once again to create a private rooftop garden. The garden is located above a portion of office space above a four-story parking garage.  The goal was to design a relaxing and lush space for tenants to enjoy.  We designed a 12,000 square foot space that accomplished this goal.  The final design and installation included park benches, planters, a central turf area and a wide selection of bright, eye-catching plants and trees.

PLANET’s Environmental Improvement Awards Program reflects the association’s commitment to creating and preserving the beauty of our landscape.  The program is designed to reward independent landscape, lawn care and interior plantscaping professionals who execute superior projects.  PLANET strives to increase public awareness of environmental improvement through contracted landscaping, lawn care and interior plantscaping and encourages the consistent use of quality materials and workmanship.
Of the 143 projects entered into the awards program, 105 were recognized with an award.  The awards breakdown includes four Decade Awards, forty-eight Grand Awards, thirty-two Merit Awards and twenty-one Distinction Awards.  Special thanks to the judges Bruce Moore, Jr., Eastern Lands Management, Inc., Will Spiegelberg, CLP, of Spiegelberg Landscape Design, Inc. and Brad Tabke, CLP, of Quercus Landscapes, Inc. as Awards Committee Chari Bruce Allentuck, Allentuck Landscaping Company and Awards Committee Co-Chair Bill Horn, CLP, CLT, American Civil Constructors, Inc.
PLANET represents approximately 4,200 green industry service-provider companies and suppliers nationwide that specialize in lawn care, design / build / installation, interior plantscaping and landscape management.  These firms and their employees represent more than 100,000 green industry professionals.

